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1.  Introduction 

1.1. I am John Palombi, Chairman of the Witham & Countryside Society and a Trustee 

Director of CPREssex .I work for CPREssex as a volunteer. I have been assisted in 

preparing this evidence by Petra Ward who is Vice-Chairman of the Campaign to 

Protect Rural Essex (CPREssex) a branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England 

(CPRE) and who has worked as a volunteer for CPREssex for the past ten years.   

1.2. CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the 

beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the 

long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a 

branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson   Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. 

2. CPRE and Tranquillity 

2.1. CPRE is primarily concerned with the protection of the quality and extent of the 

English countryside for the enjoyment and well-being of everyone.   We recognise the 

essential connection between the character of the landscape and its productive use, 

providing natural resources including food, commodities and energy.  We also 

understand that landscape change is an inherent part of a working countryside. We 

have worked for over 80 years to ensure that alteration in the use and development of 

the countryside respects its varied character and qualities.   

2.2. CPRE identifies the beauty, diversity and tranquillity of the countryside as being 

particularly significant qualities, valued by society.  A common understanding of both 

beauty and diversity in the context of the countryside is well established.  But although 

tranquillity is a familiar term, a formal understanding of its specific application to the 

experience of the countryside is more recent.  Since the early 1990s, CPRE has led the 

study of tranquillity, its definition as an experiential quality in the environment and how it 

can be mapped accurately. Our objective, working with a range of partner 

organisations, has been to achieve a consensus on the substance and importance of 

tranquillity and to enable public policy to acknowledge it and conserve it. 



 

2.3. Support for the mapping of tranquillity and the extension of public policy to address 

its protection has grown steadily since the early 1990s. A major survey by Defra „Survey 

of Public Attitudes to Quality of Life and to the Environment: 2001‟ found tranquillity was 

the most common reason, identified by 58% of respondents, for visiting the countryside. 

A MORI survey, Landscapes in Britain, in 2004 found 49% of respondents visit the 

countryside to find tranquillity.  

2.4. Tranquillity is being used increasingly by local authorities as a tool by which to 

measure the well-being and quality of life of its residents. Appendix A shows some 

examples of  local authorities‟ use of tranquillity in their planning policies. 

3. Tranquillity Offers Great Rewards 

3.1. Tranquillity is one of the countryside‟s most valued attributes and an important 

indicator of countryside quality. It is being eroded, and with it everyone‟s ability to find  

peace and quiet. 

3.2. Tranquillity is important for everyone – for our hearts, minds and bodies. We all 

need to „get away from it all‟ every now and then. Tranquil areas provide a means of 

doing this. Being largely natural and free from intrusive manmade noise and structures, 

tranquil areas allow us to escape the noise and stress of cities, towns and suburbs, to 

be inspired and to get refreshed. For many, the chance to experience tranquillity is what 

makes the countryside different from urban areas – making tranquillity critical for those 

living in urban areas. 

3.3. It has become harder to experience tranquillity over the past few decades – and 

may get harder still. Tranquillity is threatened by the steadily increasing urbanised area, 

the development of the road network, the growth in road and air traffic and the 

expansion of energy infrastructure. Road traffic is set to increase by 30% between 2000 

and 2015, air traffic is forecast to rise 4-5% a year and the Government wants to boost 

annual house building rates by 25%. 

3.4. There are only a few substantial tranquil areas left in England. We must all work 

together to not just protect the areas that are most tranquil, but to enhance those of 

„medium‟ tranquillity, often near built-up areas and greatly valued and needed. 



 

4. Mapping Tranquillity 

4.1. The concept of mapping undisturbed countryside as a resource, described as 

mapping tranquillity, derived from original work by Simon Rendel of ASH Consulting in a 

report published by CPRE and the former Countryside Agency in 1995.  Tranquil Areas 

were defined as “places which are sufficiently far away from the visual or noise intrusion 

of development or traffic to be considered unspoilt by urban influences”.   This first 

methodology was developed by ASH Consulting on behalf of the Sussex Downs 

Conservation Board in 1997.  The maps and the report were highly influential and led to 

the Government  including tranquillity as a part of its new measure of  change in 

countryside quality to which it committed itself in the Rural White Paper „Our 

countryside: the future‟ in November 2000.  The Government renewed its commitment 

to the measurement of tranquillity in 2004 with the publication of the Rural Strategy 

which stated: “The countryside provides many benefits. It is valued for its wildlife, 

landscape and cultural heritage and also tranquillity”. 

4.2. A detailed critique of the first methodology undertaken on behalf of CPRE led to 

research into a much improved approach, developed by the Universities of Northumbria 

and Newcastle and working in partnership, with a range of public bodies including the 

then Countryside Agency.  The new methodology took full account of three important 

factors:  

¶ Detailed topography, allowing the mapping sensitivity at a resolution of 500 

metre squares, the physical characteristics and associated positive and negative 

factors determining tranquillity; 

¶ The mapping of positive factors contributing to tranquillity as well as negative 

factors detracting from it, giving an overall understanding of tranquillity in any one 

500 metre square.  

¶ Their ranking in order of significance.  This process of consultation has ensured 

a substantial consensus of opinion as to what does and does not constitute a 

tranquil experience. This ranking is attached at Appendix B 



 

4.3. The new approach takes account of the cumulative effect of all 44 factors, weighted 

to respond to the national public survey, responsive to detailed topographical 

conditions, using GIS and founded on contemporary modelling techniques to ensure 

consistent interpretation of data. Levels of tranquillity are calculated to a definition of 

500 metre squares. Individual tranquillity scores for each 500 metre square are 

influenced by factors within it, adjacent to it and beyond, depending on the prominence 

and weighting of each factor.  The resultant mapping gives levels of tranquillity for each 

square relative to all other squares.  This produces a spectrum of tranquillity scores in 

all squares across the country.  A full explanation of the methodology and the purposes 

behind it is available in the document „Tranquillity Mapping, Short Report on the 

Methodology‟ 

4.4. Support for the new tranquillity methodology comes from the Secretary of State for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, who stated in a letter to Rt Hon Jack Straw MP in 

July 2007 that CPRE‟s new tranquillity mapping “represented a big step forward from 

earlier approaches” and that “Both Defra and Natural England are committed to using 

measures of tranquillity in a positive way”. Further, “a tranquillity indicator may be useful 

to local planning authorities… in deciding planning applications”. 

4.5. CPRE has published its written definition of tranquillity in the light of the new 

methodology: “the quality of calm experienced in places with mainly natural features 

and activities, free from disturbance from manmade ones”.  We interpret the term 

„mainly natural features and activities‟ to include landscapes which are in themselves 

the product of human intervention (the NERC Act 2006 describes this understanding in 

more detail); such as farmed land and processes integral to these landscapes such as 

farming.  Consequently, in the light of the new methodology, CPRE would define a 

tranquil area as one demonstrating the prevalence of these characteristics. 

4.6. A national tranquillity map has been published which identifies the relative level of 

tranquillity in each 500 metre square in England. Places where tranquillity is most likely 

to be felt are represented in green, those places least likely in red, with a continuous 

colour shift through yellow and orange between.  



 

4.7. We conclude that the experience of tranquillity is significant and that there is 

widespread and growing agreement as to its importance in public policy. It is possible to 

measure and understand the effect of a development such as that proposed at 

Rivenhall Airfield upon the level of tranquillity experienced there and in the surrounding 

countryside. 

5. The Landscape Characteristics of the Airfield and its 

Surrounding Area 

5.1. The site lies within an area of open countryside bounded to the north by the A120, 

to the East by the B1024, to the south by the A12 and to the West by the rail and road 

routes between Braintree and Witham. Beyond these boundaries are areas of high 

population and large retail and industrial sites. An aerial view of the landscape is 

attached in Appendix C 

5.2. I will refer to the area around the appeal site as The Airfield. It is what the 

countryside here is often called by local people because the WW2 runways/taxi ways 

and associated buildings have characterised the area since the war. Naturally, this 

designation is no longer relevant because little of the concrete remains and only certain 

structures have survived to remind us of the past. These include the two hangars, parts 

of the runways/taxiways and other administrative buildings. They have become part of 

the landscape, which actually extends beyond what was named Rivenhall Airfield. 

5.3. The Airfield and its setting have a very small population. There are just a few 

scattered farmhouses and cottages. However, its proximity to Coggeshall, Kelvedon, 

Silver End and Bradwell means that it forms a very important part of the rural setting of 

these communities. It also means that the residents of these villages have easy and 

local access to the countryside for recreational purposes. Local people would say that 

they live in a rural village with the countryside on their doorstep. This perception 

depends on the landscape remaining as it is. 

5.4. There is an area of extensive gravel works to the north of the appeal site which 

does generate traffic, noise and dust. However, only during commercial hours (8am to 

6pm, weekdays) outside these times the area is silent and mostly undisturbed. Part of 

the gravel extraction area has already been restored to agricultural use.  



 

5.5. The conditions attached to the Essex County Council Planning permission 

ESS/07/08/BTE for the extraction of sand and gravel at Bradwell Quarry, states that the 

excavations should be complete by 2015, and the access removed and the landscape 

restored to woodland and grass. The haul road is also to be removed on completion of 

excavations. This is a very important factor for the long-term assessment of this 

landscape.  

5.6. The greatest proportion of the landscape has been utilised for agriculture since 

most of the airstrip runways and perimeter roads were removed. The open arable fields 

offer wide views giving a sense of space and remoteness, a very East Anglian scene. 

The skies frequently ring to the song of the skylark.  

5.7. The area around the Application site and to the south east of the site provides 

different scenery. Here it is more intimate. There are several substantial blocks of 

woodland including Storey‟s Wood, which is a remnant of ancient woodland. Hedgerow 

trees line the tracks and provide habitat for birds and animals. There is a row of 

American Oaks believed to have been planted in memory of American Airmen who had 

flown from Rivenhall during the war. 

5.8. This is a living landscape. The biodiversity is rich according to the ecological survey 

included in the application. There are four bat species, great crested newts and brown 

hares resident on and around the site. 

5.9. Seventy species of birds have been recorded around Woodhouse Farm. The 

nature of the landscape means that wildlife is relatively undisturbed and colonies have 

expanded and become naturalised. Walkers and riders benefit from being close to 

nature. Many people come here to watch birds and are richly rewarded.  

5.10. The Airfield especially around Woodhouse Farm is very dark at night and famous 

locally for providing an excellent view of the night sky, which is rare in this part of 

urbanised England. Satellite images of this parcel of countryside identify  it as especially 

dark 



 

5.11. Residents of the communities surrounding the Airfield regard this landscape as 

countryside on their doorstep. The locality is enjoyed not only by the local residents but 

by ramblers and other nature lovers who walk the network of public rights of way that 

cross the Airfield. The public footpaths allow them access to the whole area and it is 

possible to cross from Coggeshall to Kelvedon on foot. There are well-used rights of 

way within metres of the application site.  

5.12. The Essex Way, an important long distance footpath between Harwich and 

Epping skirts the area around Bradwell and follows the River Blackwater before 

crossing into Coggeshall. The original project to create this route was initiated by 

CPREssex. It was designed to cross the most rural and attractive parts of Essex to 

provide an escape from urban places, to give access to peace and quiet and to open up 

areas of natural beauty.  

5.13. Pantlings Lane, a designated Green Lane, enters the airfield from the B1024 and 

connects with other paths around Allshot‟s Farm. The network of footpaths across the 

Airfield allows people access to the whole area between Kelvedon, Coggeshall ,Silver 

End and Bradwell. There are also bridleways across the Airfield, a very scarce amenity 

in this part of Essex. 

5.14. The airfield and its surrounding area form an important part of the green space 

which for the residents makes their villages separate and distinctive places. For many 

people their quality of life and sense of belonging to a village community, depends upon 

their perception that their village is rural, that it stands in a rural area and is surrounded 

by open fields and woods. Photos of the area around the application are provided in 

Appendix E 

5.15. Many residents find tranquillity in this relatively undisturbed area. This landscape 

free from traffic noise and urban development allows people to experience positive 

feelings of calmness and serenity. Being in the countryside here allows one to be taken 

away from everyday preoccupations to think different kinds of thoughts and come back 

to ordinary life refreshed and inspired. Even those who do not actively use the area 

benefit from the knowledge that it is there and this is importance to their sense of place. 

Appendix F gives examples of comments made by local residents regarding their 

perspective of the Airfield and the tranquillity it offers. The concept of rurality is of great 



 

importance to many residents and is the reason they have chosen to make their homes 

in this area 

5.16. The Inspector will be aware that more than eight hundred letters of objection to 

the proposals have been submitted by local residents. 

5.17. We therefore maintain that the Airfield and its surrounding landscape is an 

important and sustainable recreational resource for local people. Their perception of the 

area is one of countryside that offers tranquillity.  

5.18. Tranquillity maps for Essex and a close-up of the site of the proposed 

development and its surroundings are submitted as Appendix D. Each grid square of 

the tranquillity map of Essex has been separately measured using the criteria described 

in Appendix B.  The area, including the airfield site, is a patchwork of squares in 

shades of green as shown in the map at Appendix D. This objective measurement 

indicates the level of tranquillity that is likely to be found here. Rivenhall Airfield and its 

setting are designated by the Tranquillity mapping as being relatively tranquil. The 

surrounding areas are covered in a spectrum of red squares. These relate to the urban 

areas of Braintree and Witham, their industrial sites and the main road and rail corridors 

of the A12, A120 and the B1024.  

5.19. Examples of the positive features of this landscape, which contribute to the 

tranquillity score, are: the likelihood of seeing a rural landscape; of hearing birdsong; of 

experiencing peace and quiet, of seeing natural looking woodland; and of seeing the 

night sky unpolluted by artificial light. 

6. The Threat to Tranquillity from the Proposed Development 

In our view the additional structures, light and noise resulting from these proposals will 

result in a number of negative factors which will adversely affect the tranquillity of the 

area. This proposal could significantly change the way people feel about their area 

resulting in a diminution of their quality of life. 



 

6.1. THE IMPACT OF THE SIGHT OF A LARGE INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURE ON 

TRANQUILLITY 

 We suggest that the sight of an industrial chimneystack in this rural landscape will be a 

perpetual symbol of the industry proposed for the site.  

6.1.1. The appearance of a chimney above the trees on this landscape will give the 

impression of an industrial landscape as opposed to the existing rural one. Although it is 

understood that there will not be any smoke emissions from the stack, the emission of 

hot gases, particularly in cold air, will cause the vaporisation of water particles giving the 

perception of smoke. The chimney will be visible from many of the local footpaths and 

from the village of Silver End. 

6.1.2. Photographic evidence of the impact of the chimneystack on the landscape will 

be provided by another member of the community group.  

6.1.3. The proposal involves the felling of a number of trees and the levelling of 

hedgerows to make space for the development. Not only will this reduce the habitat of 

wildlife, but also it will increase the visibility of the chimney. 

6.1.4. A matter that remains unresolved is that a further application could be required 

for a higher stack.   However, for the purpose of this proof, the chimney is assumed to 

be 35m, although it should be born in mind that any additional height that might result 

from a future increase would inevitably result in a visual impact on an even greater 

area. 

6.1.5. The Built Environment Section of the County Council commented on the 

application (Source: Committee Report 24 April 2009) that the “proposed chimney will 

introduce a new tall built element in the landscape, visible over a wide area. The 

chimney could therefore have a major visual impact in the landscape which could 

potentially be detrimental to the character of the area.”  We would therefore contend 

that the ECC‟s own Officers have put forward a professional opinion which supports our 

opposition to these proposals. 

6.1.6. The response, which people make to landscape, arises from their aesthetic and 

emotional experience when living close to, or visiting an area. 



 

6.1.7. We suggest that the intrusion of the chimneystack into the landscape will alter 

people‟s perception of that landscape; it could no longer be seen as mainly rural .The 

sight of industrial development in the countryside will greatly detract from the tranquillity 

to be experienced from visiting this area 

6.2. THE IMPACT OF LIGHT ON TRANQUILLITY  

6.2.1. Currently the application site is free from artificial light. Natural light alters with the 

seasons, and with the time of day. The degree of sunlight, the angle of the light and 

atmospheric conditions all has a great visual impact on natural features. The quality of 

views of the landscape from a distance and from close by, depend on natural light and 

this is one of the great joys of being in the countryside. 

 6.2.2. Rivenhall Airfield is one of the few places in mid-Essex which retains a 

reasonably natural dark night sky from which it is possible to see the Milky Way. The 

airfield and surrounding rural area between the villages is visible as a darker patch from 

satellite images. 

6.2.3. Seeing an unpolluted sky full of stars is one of the key indicators of tranquillity. 

6.2.4. Illumination of the proposed development would impact greatly on the 

surrounding countryside. The potential for light pollution from the proposals for this large 

site is very great. The eRCF will be functioning 24 hours a day. Illumination will be 

necessary during twilight hours and at night. During the shortest days of the year, there 

could be a need for artificial light up to seventeen hours a day. 

6.2.5. The levels of light required for such a major industrial plant would inevitably spill 

out into the landscape. This would be detrimental to tranquillity. 



 

6.2.6. The likely large number of lights would cause light pollution at night all year round 

and deprive people of a view of the night sky. Even well positioned and leakage free 

lighting will be reflected from various reflective materials on the ground and be seen 

above the site. This will be most evident in hazy and misty weather conditions but will 

have a graded proportionate affect as the air clears. The average illumination quoted as 

proposed condition 41 in the Committee Report of 24th April 2009 says lighting is not to 

exceed  5 to 10 lux, which is about the same as street lit areas in nearby towns and 

villages, wholly out of keeping with the current countryside location. 

6.2.7. The headlights of the lorries using the haul road to and from the site will be visible 

from within a wide radius. The need for headlights will be determined by the number of 

daylight hours and weather conditions. This means there will be many days in the year 

when the view of the traffic movements will be clear and especially disturbing in a 

darkened winter landscape. 

6.2.8. The applicant proposes “solar sensitive” detectors to trigger lights but it should be 

noted that the Bradwell Quarry is required to turn most of its lights off in the evening. 

6.2.9. It is evident that any increase in light emissions from the development site and 

the associated traffic will have a significant affect on the character of the landscape and 

therefore on tranquillity of the area  

6.3. THE IMPACT OF NOISE ON TRANQUILLITY 

6.3.1. The application site and the countryside around it are currently mostly quiet 

during the evenings, at night and at weekends. The application shows that noise 

measurements at the site taken at nightfall below the level of detection at times. Even 

during the working hours of the nearby quarry, most of the Airfield is reasonably quiet 

and peaceful. Local people say that the traffic noise from the A120 is not audible from 

around the Sheepcotes Farm and the site itself. There are sounds from agricultural 

machinery but that is to be expected from a farming area. This is a rural landscape with 

rural noises to which people have become accustomed. 



 

6.3.2. The processes of the proposed eRCF and the machinery employed on site for the 

transfer of materials to and from lorries will produce volumes of industrial and 

mechanical noise and possibly vibrations. Much of this noise would never cease as the 

plant will operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The County Noise Consultation 

response states that noise would not exceed night time limits already imposed at 

Bradwell Quarry. But there is no working at Bradwell Quarry overnight. 

6.3.3. It is it stated in the Essex County Council Committee report, 24th April 2009, 

[Appendix F,5/7], that the eRCF proposal does not propose that waste collection 

vehicles will serve the site directly, but that the transport of materials to and from the 

site will require 44 tonne lorries, the heaviest to be found on British roads.  

6.3.4. The size of these HGV‟s has implications for ambient noise levels. At least 404 

lorry movements a day is mentioned in the application. This will generate a great deal of 

traffic noise from the haul road which would cross over the Airfield into the site. 

6.3.5. The sound would be audible from much of the surrounding area during working 

hours 

6.3.6. The potential for noise pollution from the eRCF plant itself and the traffic 

movements associated with the development is considerable. Any increase in industrial 

and traffic noise would be a threat to the tranquillity of the countryside here. . Even a 

low-level hum or sound of vibration is sufficient to affect tranquillity where there is a zero 

level of noise at present. 

6.4. CUMULATIVE AFFECTS  

The combined threats of visual and audible intrusions into this landscape would 

severely reduce the tranquillity of the area. 

The industrial scale of the chimney will detract from the sense of rurality and 

naturalness of the area. The artificial lights and the lorry headlights will detract from 

people‟s ability to experience the seasons and weather conditions in a natural 

landscape. The lights will pollute the night sky. The volume of noise from the industrial 

activities and lorries will detract from the peace and quiet currently enjoyed. 

Each detracting feature will have a   cumulative impact on the environment and a 

cumulative reduction on the level of tranquillity. 



 

7.   Summary  

  

 

7.1.   Our Proof of Evidence is submitted to provide the inquiry with information on the 

work that has been carried out by CPRE together with others, in studying, defining, and 

mapping tranquillity. The wide acceptance and support for the use of tranquillity 

mapping will be described. Our Proof will show that there is a substantial resource of 

tranquil landscape in the area in question. It will then show how the proposed 

developments with which this inquiry is concerned will affect the tranquillity of the 

surrounding area. 

 

7.2. We introduce the concept of tranquillity and explain that tranquillity is an important 

indicator of the quality of a landscape. We explain that taking account of tranquillity 

complements the consideration of the beauty of the landscape and its enjoyment to 

people.  

 

7.3. We explain that a formal understanding of the application of the term tranquillity has 

been reached by consensus with other organisations. 

 

7.4. We describe how tranquillity is being used as a tool by local authorities to measure 

the well-being and quality of life of its residents. We refer to Appendix A to support this. 

 

7.5. We describe the benefits of tranquillity to the body and the soul. Tranquil areas, 

free from urban and industrial sights and sounds, are important for recreation especially 

in heavily developed parts of the country. The search for tranquillity is a key reason for 

visiting the countryside. 

 

7.6. We describe the history and current status of the mapping of tranquillity in England.  

 

7.7. We introduce the new methodology for mapping tranquil areas and refer to the 

positive and negative factors, which were used to determine designation, at Appendix 

B 

 

7.8. We express the view that it is possible to measure and understand the effect of 

development on a landscape such as that proposed for Rivenhall Airfield. 



 

 

7.9. We give the landscape characteristics of the Airfield and the area surrounding it 

particularly in relation to the villages of Coggeshall, Kelvedon, Bradwell and Silver End. 

We conclude that this is a rural environment with much wildlife. We refer to Appendix C 

which provides an aerial view of the landscape. 

 

7.10. We describe the network of rights of way which cross the landscape and link the 

communities around it. We refer to Appendix E which contains photos taken from 

certain access points this August 2009. 

 

7.11. We suggest that the Airfield and the countryside around is easily accessible to 

anyone seeking recreation. The area provides tranquillity for local residents. It is an 

important aspect of the perceived rural setting of their villages.  We refer to Appendix F 

which is a compilation of comments by local people. 

 

7.12. We use the Tranquillity Maps of Essex to be found at Appendix D, as an 

objective measurement of the likelihood that tranquillity can be found on and around the 

application site. 

 

7.13. We state our opinion that aspects of the proposals will adversely affect the 

character of the landscape and people‟s experience of tranquillity. 

 

7.14. Our evidence states that the chimneystack will be visible from many public rights 

of way. We will refer to the photographic evidence provided by another member of the 

Community Group. The felling of trees on the application site will increase the visibility 

of the chimney. 

 

7.15. We express the view that the sight of a large industrial structure in this rural 

landscape will have a negative impact on the perception of tranquillity. 

 

7.16. We give our opinion that there is great potential for light pollution from the 

proposals. The eRCF will operate 24 hours a day. The artificial illumination of the 

buildings and the traffic headlights would intrude into the landscape during normal 

working hours for many months of the year when natural light is insufficient for 

optimum safety of operations. 



 

 

7.17. The impact of night time lights will change the character of the countryside here.  

It would also deny people a view of the night sky. 

 

7.18. We describe the application site and its surrounding area as quiet especially 

outside the working hours of the quarries. It is very quiet at night as has been 

measured. 

 

7.19. In our opinion the noise generated by the industrial processes of the eRCF will 

have a significant impact on the tranquillity of the countryside. The sounds of HGV‟s 

travelling up and down the haul road would add greatly to existing ambient noise levels. 

 

7.20. We conclude that the visual and audible impact of the proposals on the landscape 

will be huge and cumulative. The possibility of experiencing  tranquillity here will be 

greatly reduced.  

8. Conclusion 

THE CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ESSEX believes that: 

a)  The experience of tranquillity in the countryside is a significant benefit to society 

b)  The extent and degree of tranquillity can be measured 

c)  The characteristics which contribute and detract from tranquillity have a strong 

consensus 

d) There is strong and influential support for the mapping of tranquillity and its       

protection through public policy 

e)  Extensive tracts of countryside around this proposed development, easily accessible 

to the public, are tranquil and that this level of tranquillity will be damaged should the 

proposed development proceed. 

f)  The well-being of local people, the quality of the countryside, and protection of the 

environment will all be damaged should permission for this application be granted. 



 

 

Appendix A 
 
Examples of Local Authority efforts to Protect Tranquillity 
 
References to Tranquillity in Local Plans 
 
„Consideration will also be given to the impact that development would have on sense of 

place, sense of remoteness or tranquillity, and the quiet enjoyment of the landscape from 

public rights of way.‟(Basingstoke and Deane Borough Adopted Local Plan 1996-2011, 

Policy E6)  

 

„Environmental capital will be maintained and improved in order to underpin the overall 

quality of life across all areas and support wider economic and social objectives.„ 

Environmental capital is defined in supporting text as „being the combination of the assets 

with the environmental benefits derived from them, such as leisure opportunities, 

tranquillity, natural habitats etc‟. (Stafford Borough Council Submission Core Strategy DPD 

October 2005, Core Policy 6: Conserving and Enhancing the Environment)  

 

„Development and associated operations, which could lead to the pollution of land, ground 

and surface water, light and air, or noise intrusion, should be avoided. Where proposals are 

likely to have adverse impacts, these should be minimised through their design and 

location.‟ (South Shropshire District Council, South Shropshire Local Plan 2004-2011, 

Policy SD2, 2006). The supporting text gives eight reasons for the policy, including: „(f) to 

protect the tranquillity of the District from noise intrusion‟ and adds in a specific „Note to 

Policy 2‟ that: „South Shropshire is largely unspoilt by pollution. It lies within the Marches 

area which is one of the few areas of tranquillity in England and Wales which is unspoilt by 

light pollution.‟ 

 

„Development proposals within or adjacent to the East Hampshire Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty (AONB) which would adversely affect the special character, quality, 

tranquillity and appearance of the landscape of the AONB will not be permitted unless it is 

essential for the economic or social well being of the area.‟ (East Hampshire District Local 

Plan, 2nd Review, Ch3, Countryside and Heritage Policy C2). 

 



 

„Development with landscape and visual impacts will be assessed against the extent to 

which it will… enhance, maintain or degrade…the tranquillity of the area„. (Blyth Valley 

Development Control Policies DPD, Policy DC2 on Landscape)  

 

„The natural beauty, tranquillity, amenity and traditional quality of the District‟s landscape 

will be protected, conserved and enhanced. Proposals for development in the countryside 

will only be permitted provided that: (a) No harm is caused to the landscape character in 

the locality, and (b) The location, siting, design and materials are appropriate for the 

landscape in which the development is proposed, and (c) The development is landscaped 

to protect and enhance the local distinctiveness and diversity of the landscape character of 

the area in which it is proposed.‟ (Maldon District Replacement Local Plan 2005, Policy 

CC6)  

  

„Planning permission for the permanent use of land or water for sports such as motor car or 

motorcycle racing, clay pigeon shooting, war games and noisy water-sports will only be 

permitted if… the noise and disturbance created by the activity would not harm the 

occupiers of dwellings located in the vicinity or those seeking the tranquillity of the 

countryside.‟ (Maldon District Replacement Local Plan 2005, REC16) 

 

„Development for sports and leisure uses… will only be permitted when any noise or other 

intrusive activity may be controlled by condition to ensure that… there is no adverse impact 

on the character, tranquillity, amenity, appearance or wildlife interest of the surrounding 

area.‟ (South Shropshire Local Plan 2004-2011, Economic Development Strategy Policy 

ED5)  

 

„External lighting is increasingly seen as an intrusive and avoidable source of pollution, in 

terms of the character of rural and tranquil areas at night‟. (Braintree District Local Plan 

Review Ch 6 Environmental Resources and Protection, supporting text 6.11) 

 

„Rural tranquillity is an important resource and is one of the defining features of the English 

countryside. As such it needs to be recognised and valued more highly. Therefore policy CC6 

includes tranquillity as one of the aspects of the landscape that should be protected.‟ (Maldon 

District Replacement Local Plan 2005, Section 3.46) 



 

Appendix B 

Participatory Appraisal based weighting coefficients for option choices: List of 
positive and negative factors used in Mapping Tranquillity 

 

 ID Question Total Percentage 
Weighting 

P
o

s
it

iv
e
 

a01 Seeing, A natural landscape 533 6.59 

a13 Hearing, Birdsong 396 4.90 

a17 Hearing, Peace and Quiet 271 3.35 

a07 Seeing, Natural looking woodland 256 3.17 

a12 Seeing, The stars at night 245 3.03 

a08 Seeing, Streams 225 2.78 

a11 Seeing, The Sea 221 2.73 

a15 Hearing, Natural Sounds 212 2.62 

a14 Hearing, Wildlife 183 2.26 

a19 Hearing, Running water 180 2.23 

a09 Seeing, Rivers 176 2.18 

a02 Seeing, Wide open spaces 174 2.15 

a03 Seeing, A wild landscape 171 2.12 

a05 Seeing, Trees in the landscape 146 1.81 

a10 Seeing, Lakes 118 1.46 

a04 Seeing, Remote landscapes 113 1.40 

a18 Hearing, No human sounds 109 1.35 

a20 Hearing, Lapping water 109 1.35 

a21 Hearing, The sea 84 1.04 

a06 Seeing, Deciduous trees in the landscape 72 0.89 

a16 Hearing, Silence 47 0.58 

Sub-total 4041 50 

N
e
g

a
ti

v
e
 

a41 Hearing, Constant noise from cars, lorries and/or motorbikes 886 10.96 

a22 Seeing, Lots of people 627 7.76 

a30 Seeing, Urban development 373 4.62 

a24 Seeing, Overhead light pollution (night time) 270 3.34 

a37 Hearing, Lots of people 266 3.29 

a25 Seeing, Low flying aircraft 228 2.82 

a38 Hearing, Low flying aircraft 225 2.78 

a28 Seeing, Power lines 221 2.73 

a34 Seeing, Towns and Cities 202 2.50 

a33 Seeing, Roads 139 1.72 

a44 Hearing, Non-natural sounds 107 1.32 

a31 Seeing, Any signs of human impact 102 1.26 

a36
i
 Seeing, Military training (not aircraft) 101 1.25 

a29 Seeing, Wind turbines 88 1.09 

a42 Hearing, Occasional noise from cars, lorries and/or motorbikes 44 0.54 

a43
ii
 Hearing, Military training (not aircraft) 32 0.40 

a32 Seeing, Railways 30 0.37 

a26 Seeing, High altitude aircraft 25 0.31 

a40 Hearing, Trains and Railways 24 0.30 

a23 Seeing, Anyone at all 18 0.22 

a27 Seeing, Coniferous woodland 17 0.21 

a39 Hearing, High altitude aircraft 11 0.14 

a35 Seeing, Villages and Scattered Houses 5 0.06 

  Sub-total 4041 50 

  Total 8082 100 

 



 

Appendix C 

Aerial view of the Application site and surrounding area.  

Source: Google Earth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

        Aerial view of the Airfield and surrounding area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix D 
 
CPRE Tranquillity maps of Essex and a close-up of the Airfield and 
surroundings 
 
The urban development of the A12 trunk road corridor moving northeast with Chelmsford, 
Witham and on the Colchester can be seen clearly. The urban development of the A120 
corridor can also be seen stretching west of Colchester towards Braintree.  
 
The proposed site can be seen as a triangular area due north of Witham, and is clearly 
shown as green. 

 

 
  
 

 

  



 

Appendix D 

Tranquillity map (upper) enlarged to show the site area, bounded by Witham, Braintree, 

Coggeshall and Kelvedon. These urban areas can be identified by the map (below) 

showing the site marked „Site‟ (east of Silver End). 



 

Appendix E   

Photographic views of the countryside  
Landranger sheet 168    
 
From Park Gate Road  OS 193825 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Appendix E        

 

From Western Road OS 193815 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Appendix E   
 
From Sheepcotes Lane  OS 202812 
 
 

Photo  two  Sheepcotes Lane  OS  213812 

 
 
 



 

 

Appendix E 
 
From Cut Hedge Lane OS 216822 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 Appendix F 

Personal views of the area from local residents  

 
Words from David Starling, local resident 
 
We moved to Porters Farm in 1994. Our eyes were open as it was clear that two nearby 

areas of outstanding beauty were under threat. The first was the Rivenhall valley, 

threatened by suggestions of a railway to bring in refuse to a proposed tip-site on the 

airfield and later by a road. The second was the Rivenhall Airfield itself. Both, particularly 

the latter, seemed to be surrounded by disinformation, probably because very few people 

with loud voices lived in the vicinity and even fewer of these people ever went up there to 

appreciate its beauty. “Oh, it is just a brown-field site, scrap yards, gravel pits and industrial 

units” seemed to be the mantra. The reality was, and still is, very different. 

 

For sure there are gravel pits; but with an obligation to return them and any hauls roads, to 

agriculture. And there is a scrap yard and a small collection of industrial units. 

Overwhelmingly, however it is a large area of farmland, criss-crossed by foot paths and 

much enjoyed by the residents and particularly the nature groups of the surrounding 

villages. Had Edward Seago seen it, I am sure that he would have painted it; huge skies, 

unbelievable beauty and above all tranquillity were what he painted best. 

 

So we moved here. 

 

We are lucky that we can see the pole star; we certainly will not be able to once we have 

the proposed lights polluting the night sky. We are lucky that we can see the trees 

surrounding Woodhouse Farm and the other woods, albeit a shadow of their former selves 

of 50 years ago; but will there be any to see in 20 years time when the water table has 

been lowered by the proposed operations and they have wilted. We are lucky that the 

narrow roads surrounding us and linking our villages are not overloaded; this will end.  

 

Is this ruthlessly driven proposed commercial operation really worth the damage to the 

environment, the ecology and above all the lives of all those who enjoy its peace and 

tranquillity? 



 

 

 
 From a Kelvedon resident, Barry Nee 

 

I frequently take my dog for a walk along the footpaths that criss-cross the airfield.   At the 

weekend the airfield is a very tranquil place, away from the noise of the main train line, the 

A12 and A120, and surrounded by peaceful agricultural countryside.   After a busy week of 

work it is a wonderful place to relax and enjoy the open countryside.   A stroll along the 

footpaths in the evening can be particularly enchanting, with the opportunities to see many 

rare wildlife species, including large numbers of brown hare and even owls hunting for 

small rodents - a sight that I have never seen in the wild anywhere other than at the airfield.   

The views across agricultural land, particularly as the crops develop during the Spring and 

Summer months are uplifting, and given the accessibility of the footpaths, these are 

thoughts that are shared by many people. Many others use the footpaths on a regular basis 

and it is clear that they too enjoy the quiet and tranquillity offered by the airfield.  In my view 

some of the views and aspects around the airfield are reminiscent of the nearby Constable 

country, an area that is nationally and internationally recognised for its natural beauty. 

  

Equally my young son has recently begun to discover an interest in history and I have 

taken him to the airfield to show him the buildings that were once used to support such 

important and decisive moments as the d-day landings in 1944.    To have this type of 

historical asset on one's doorstep is a huge privilege for the people of the surrounding 

villages and one that should be treasured.   The look of wonder and imagination on the 

face of a young child when faced with the enormity of the hangar building (that is under 

threat) is a source of real joy and something that should be preserved for other children 

and generations to come. 

 
 

A Point of View from Geoffrey Berrill, Rook Hall 
 

More than 30 years ago my wife and I spent months searching for a rural property that 

would be suitable for raising a family. We eventually found a house in need of much 

restoration but situated in beautiful location, nestling between two farms, on a quiet tree 

lined road just outside the village of Kelvedon. 

During our time here we, our children and their friends, plus our dogs and cats, have 

enjoyed the many benefits of a peaceful and tranquil rural life and some of the hardships 

being snow bound or without electricity following storms.  



 

We have seen the surrounding countryside devastated by Dutch elm disease altering the 

landscape that we originally knew. We have also seen a period of intense farming during 

which the hedgerows were removed , indiscriminate spraying of the fields and surrounding 

land from the air with inappropriate chemicals took place as well as the destructive burning 

of stubble, all of which had a damaging impact on the rural environment. 

However, new farming practices and a change in environmental awareness have led to a 

swift transformation and revival. 

 Our garden has a noticeable increase in bird life of all types including regular resident 

woodpeckers (both greater and lesser spotted) together with a varied wildlife (ranging from 

stoats to deer). Our regular walks in the surrounding fields enables us to see an abundance 

of flora (including cowslips and primroses) and fauna (from the enchanting song of the 

skylark to the sight of boxing hares). At night the sounds of the nocturnal animals are 

particularly stunning when heard under a clear starlight sky. 

Although the elm trees have not recovered other species are taking their place with ash 

and oak maturing and spawning future generations  

The locality is enjoyed not only by the local residents but by ramblers and other nature 

lovers who walk the network of footpaths. 

At a time when our grandchildren are getting to an age when they can also enjoy the 

tranquillity of the English countryside we are confronted with the potential new problem of 

industrialisation within this rural environment. The proposed revised plans for a waste 

development site at Rivenhall Airfield will bring with it many problems and issues, some of 

the most significant being a chimney permanently dominating the skyline for miles around, 

serious light pollution at night and the vast increase in traffic from the 24 hour operations. 

Sadly all the efforts of the farming and local community to improve the environment will be 

wasted as this proposal will destroy this area of rural England permanently. 

 
Autumn in Pantlings Lane by Polly Clarke, Coggeshall 

 

To get the full flavour of an English autumn, you can visit one of our local woods, or take a 

walk along Pantlings Lane, which is a green lane running between Coggeshall and 

Kelvedon, and is a sort of linear ancient wood. The trees are all native and dogs‟ mercury 

grows beneath them. On either side runs a ditch and the occasional pond; or as you come 

into the lane and look along its straight length it gives you the impression of a long 

cathedral nave, with trees arching overhead. Those heroic architects of our Gothic 

churches were inspired by trees; perhaps this was because their forbears, the Druids, 

worshipped out of doors, beneath real trees. 



 

Here, on this quiet lane, with no fear of traffic, you can immerse yourself in autumn, walking 

softly on grass and noticing the trees growing on either side.    

The largest and oldest trees along this lane are oaks, some of which were pollarded many 

years ago; the top branches were lopped off every twenty years or so, at a height of about 

ten feet - out of reach of browsing stock and deer - and allowed to grow back; this doesn‟t 

damage the tree, in fact it is thought to prolong its life; but these ones have been left for at 

least a century and the top branches are becoming thick and heavy. 

Next to one of these veterans we see two spindle trees, displaying their shocking pink 

berries with orange seeds, shaped like tiny turbans.  

Beeches don‟t occur naturally in Essex. Instead, we have the similar looking but unrelated 

hornbeam, which is sometimes known as the Essex beech.  They grow in rows along 

Pantlings, as if they used to be part of a hedge; they‟ve lost most of their leaves by now, 

exposing the smooth grey sinewy branches and trunks, their curvy twigs tracing lacy 

patterns against the sky.  

We walk on, passing field maples with leaves yellow as Jersey butter; the skeletons of 

young elms, victims of the recurrent Dutch Elm Disease; holly, some with red berries; 

hawthorn, also with red berries which, if you look closely, resemble tiny apples, and which 

will be rich food for wintering birds in the months to come; blackthorn with their dusty blue 

mini plums known as sloes; and a few gangly ash trees, their leaves lemon yellow.   

 

 

 

Comments from a local resident,  Pippa Gibbs. 
 

I have lived in Kelvedon for thirty-five years and have always enjoyed the space and peace 

that Rivenhall Airfield and the surrounding countryside offers. 

  

There are a few occasions that stick out in my memory: Spring, walking through the ancient 

woods resounding with bird-song on route to the nearby Essex Way footpath; trudging 

through muddy fields when beating for a local farmers‟ shoot on a bitter and windy January 

day; even skiing across vast spaces of dazzling white with nothing in sight but a party of 

hares dancing (2nd February 2009).  

  

However, my usual visits are for a walk with the dog – a chance for both of us to get away 

from the traffic and built-up areas. He enjoys the run, while I take in the extensive views 

towards Coggeshall in the north-east and to the long ridge stretching from Tiptree, through 

Braxted Park to Wickham Bishops to the south – refreshment for both of us! 



 

 

 

Rivenhall Airfield, What makes it Special? From  Dai Lloyd-Hughes 

 
It‟s not place, village, farm or park that comes to mind when I think about this spot in our 

county, no, it‟s airfield, an ex airfield. Ex American airfield, ex joint operations airfield, not 

ex husband, ex gracia, excuse. I had the chance to fly from Clacton in a two seater a while 

back. My instructor asked me if I‟d like to put in the co-ordinates to fly over my house in 

Kelvedon. I suggested we fly over the old disused airfield at Rivenhall, which immediately 

got a positive response. We flew north east to south-west, low over the runway. I was 

immediately overcome by the images of flyers, only just a few years older than me, flying 

home on a wing and a prayer in battered machines, injured crew, dangerous un-discharged 

munitions after hours of unimaginable stress and bravery, fighting for that most precious 

thing, democracy. So when people ask why is Rivenhall such a special place I don‟t think 

it‟s just to do with its undeniable wildlife, woods and charm, it‟s also to do with the quiet that 

comes after the storm, sleep after toil, peace after horror, honour after hard won victory. 

 

 

Comments from Nikki Beasley,  a Local Resident. 

 
There are lots of different walks around Coggeshall and, as a dog owner, I have been on all 

of them.  My favourite by far is Pantlings Lane as it reminds me of the unspoilt walks of my 

childhood.  It is a long bridleway, narrow and mainly hedged on each and at no point do 

you pass houses or get hassled by cars or bicycles – just the occasional horse.  It is just 

perfect in every way! The wild flowers in Spring are abundant as is the bird song – on 

occasions I have been led on my walk by a friendly owl.  In the height of summer there is 

always dappled shade and in Autumn nuts and kindling to collect.  The peacefulness is 

powerful and the sound of traffic and trains is only a whisper on even windless days.  I love 

it at any time of the year and feel so lucky that it is there for all to enjoy. 

 

 

Comments from Roger Hadlee, Owner of Coggeshall Abbey. 

 
On Saturday 8th August XXXX and myself went for a ride from the Stables at the Abbey, 

down Abbey lane and across the road, down the bridleway and Essex Way towards Curd‟s 

Farm.  We bore left and then past the farm, turned left along Cuthedge Lane towards 



 

Coggeshall Hamlet.  On our right was Allshotts Farm and the site of Rivenhall Airfield 

waste plan (digester and incinerator). Cuthedge Lane is narrow and single tracked.  It was 

very peaceful and we were surrounded by fields of wheat as yet unharvested.  On our left 

in the distance we could see the tower of Coggeshall Church.  On the right there were only 

the woods of Wicken Bishops on rising ground to be seen.  We rode on in this amazing 

quiet spot.  On other occasions we have ridden across the airfield towards Allshotts Farm 

and then have turned left down ancient Pantlings Lane which gives us a chance of a good 

long canter.  To claim this area is a brownfield site is simply not true. 

 

                                                 
 

 


