Rivenhall: £90K waste inquiry outrage
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Essex County Council has caused outrage after a Freedom of Information request revealed it will spend almost £90,000 on a public inquiry into plans for an incinerator. 

The council approved plans for an incinerator in Rivenhall in April this year, which sparked a revolt by local community groups. 
Groups against the plans have appointed a local barrister to fight their corner at the inquiry.   They are trying to raise £11,000 through donations to cover administration costs and the barrister’s fees. 
Kelvedon resident Barry Nee, who submitted the FOI request to the council, said: “Taking into account there were over 800 letters of objection to this application and only two in favour, it would seem that the council is spending this public money in a way that does not reflect the concerns of the people it is meant to serve.”
In response to Mr Nee’s request, Roy Levitt, head of environmental planning, wrote: “I should reassure you that the Waste Planning Authority’s (WPA) attendance at the inquiry is in the main, largely to assist the inspector on the interpretation of the facts as the Secretary of State has called in the matter for decision."   “The WPA will need to justify why it resolved to grant permission subject to a planning agreement.” 
The public enquiry will take place at 10am on September 29 at the Braintree Institute in Bocking End, Braintree.   After two weeks, the enquiry will continue at The Rivenhall Hotel. 
The Community Group is an umbrella organisation fighting the incinerator plans. 

It is made up from a group called Stop the Incinerator, the Council for the Protection of Rural Essex, Kelvedon and Feering Heritage Society, Coggeshall Heritage Society, Witham and Countryside Society and The Ramblers

